Interview with the Doctor

Interview with Dr Travis Thompson 1. Why did you choose this Profession? Like most
American families, ours was affected by cancer when I was very young. Three of my
grandparents we lost to cancer, and I was inspired by the kindness shown to them by their
doctors. So I knew that I wanted to help patients with cancer from a young age, but was unsure
how I wanted to do it. As a medical student at the University of Texas Medical Branch at
Galveston, I became interested in radiation therapy. I was fascinated by the technological
advances the field was, and is, undergoing. Treatments have become more effective and less
toxic due to these advances. It is a lot of fun to work with this continually improving technology,
and it is very rewarding to have the ability to help patients and their families fight cancer. 2.
What is your Training and Medical Background? After getting my M.D. at UTMB--Galveston, I
was lucky enough to able to do my training in Radiation Oncology at one of the best hospitals in
the world, The Johns Hopkins Hospital, in Baltimore, MD from 2000-2004. I went on to take the
written and oral examinations for ABR Board Certification in Radiation Oncology, and passed
them on the first try in 2005.
3. How does Precision Cancer Center compare to other world
famous institutions? How does it differ? The mission of Precision Cancer Center has been to
provide a Radiation Oncology center in Corpus Christi that uses the same equipment found at
world-class cancer centers. But just because you have a fast car, doesn't mean you can win
the Daytona 500. Equally important, if not more so, is the expertise of the person using the
equipment. My goal is to provide world-class radiation therapy here at Precision Cancer
Center. But we don't stop there. We strive to provide "white glove service" to each of our
patients.
We do owe a great debt to the large university cancer centers in our country
because it is there that the research and training takes place that allows us to do what we do
here. But if I was a doctor practicing at a large cancer research center, I would have to divide
my time equally between cancer research, educating younger doctors, and patient care. The
beauty of a place like ours is that we can dedicate all of our time and effort to providing
exceptional patient care. As Director of Radiation Oncology, I am personally involved with
every aspect of the treatment. I don't have to use residents or physician assistants to do most
of the work and just supervise them. Working in a place completely dedicated to patient care
allows me to have the time to ensure that the treatment is being delivered as safely and
effectively as possible. 4. It has often been said that you spend a lot of time with each of your
patients. Why do you feel that is important? I strongly believe that a patient's mental
approach to fighting their disease is very important. Therefore, it is not enough for a doctor to
simply make wise clinical decisions and be skilled at their craft. A good doctor must also be
attentive and answer all of the patient's questions. The more a patient understands their
disease and the reason for treatment, the more likely they are to do well. 5. Your profession
is demanding with a lot of responsibility...what do you do in your free time? Free time? I'm
not sure what you mean by "free time." No seriously, my wife, Shelley, and I have two young
boys. So it almost goes without saying that the vast majority of my time outside the office is
spent with my wife and sons. But whenever we can get away, I do love to snow ski. We also
like to go listen to live music. I have a pretty good-sized record collection and I like to browse in
record stores. Occasionally, I find time to play my piano at home. Testimonials from Dr
Thompson’s patients: September 2011 “During the month of May 2010 I was diagnosed with
“Stage II Invasive Squamous Cell Carcinoma” (in laymen terms, vocal cord cancer). The “C”
word is a real eye opener. Immediately a referral was offered for the upcoming 35 radiation
treatments I was to endure. When ask my choice of location I chose Corpus Christi’s Precision
Cancer Center for my treatment. The center was convenient, close to home and
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accommodating for the upcoming daily regimen. The facility, a modern, first class operation,
included a staff both warm and understanding to my condition. On meeting Doctor Travis
Thompson there was an instant bond of the patient / doctor theme. Throughout the following
days Dr. Thompson was consistently monitoring my progress. At sessions end I was given a
thorough precise outcome of my condition followed up with timed re-visits to their office. I
continue to be monitored by Dr Thompson now on a quarterly basis. To sum up my opinion of
choice as to who would care for me was first class. Should there be any future need for like
treatment there would be no hesitation knowing I would return to Dr Thompson at the Precision
Cancer Center”. Sincerely, I.I. September 2011 "Not many people who've been told they
have cancer would consider themselves fortunate. I can honestly say that even though I have
been through what would be the most difficult time in my life, I have been very fortunate. I had
the most wonderful doctors with the most extraordinary staff! Everyone at Precision Cancer
Center treated me as a person and not just a nameless face. Each one greeted me with a warm
smile, a friendly hello, even a laugh or too! Thank you Dr. Thompson and all the staff at
Precision Cancer Center for reminding me that cancer doesn't define who you are, it's the
person inside and we are all stronger than we know! Keep up the good work!" F.T.
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